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(57) ABSTRACT

A displacement member with a driving element that includes
first and second side surfaces that extend in a first direction
and top and bottom surfaces that extend in a second direction
perpendicular to the first direction. The driving element is a
piezoelectric element that expands and contracts in the
second direction when a pulsed voltage is applied. Further,
an elastic conversion element is provided that contains the
driving element and includes a first portion that is disposed
adjacent the top surface of the driving element and that
includes a displacement portion that is displaced down-
wardly and upwardly in the first direction when the driving
element expands and contracts in the second direction,
respectively.
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DISPLACEMENT MEMBER, DRIVING
MEMBER, ACTUATOR, AND DRIVING
DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of PCT/JP2012/
052238 filed Feb. 1, 2012, which claims priority to Japanese
Patent Application No. 2011-023786, filed Feb. 7, 2011, the
entire contents of each of which are incorporated herein by
reference

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a displacement member,
a driving member, an actuator, and a driving device. In
particular, the present invention relates to a displacement
member utilizing a driving element, a driving member
equipped therewith, and an actuator equipped therewith, and
a driving device equipped therewith.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In the past, as a small-sized actuator, an actuator has been
known that utilizes a piezoelectric element. An example of
this actuator utilizing the piezoelectric element has been
described in the following Patent Document 1 or 2.

In Patent Document 1, an actuator has been described that
includes an electromechanical conversion element in which
an end portion on one side thereof in a length direction is
fixed to a pedestal, a driving frictional member connected to
an end portion on the other side of the electromechanical
conversion element in the length direction, and an engaging
member engaging with the driving frictional member. In this
actuator, the electromechanical conversion element expands
and contracts in the length direction, and hence, the driving
frictional member vibrates in a length direction. Owing to a
frictional force between the driving frictional member and
the engaging member, the frictional force occurring at this
time, the engaging member moves in the length direction
relative to the driving frictional member. In other words, in
the actuator described in Patent Document 1, the expansion
and contraction direction of the electromechanical conver-
sion element and a direction in which a driving force occurs
are parallel to each other, and the direction of the driving
force and the direction of a vibrational displacement are
parallel to each other.

On the other hand, in Patent Document 2, an actuator 100
has been described that converts the direction of a driving
force illustrated in FIG. 14. The actuator 100 includes a
plate-like shaft fixing member 102, a pair of vibrating plates
103a and 1035, a substrate 104, and a shaft 101. One end of
the shaft 101 is connected to the shaft fixing member 102.
The pair of vibrating plates 103a and 1035 supports both end
portions of the shaft fixing member 102, and extends in a
direction perpendicular to the shaft fixing member 102. In
the substrate 104, the end portions of the vibrating plates
103a and 1034, located on the side opposite to the shaft
fixing member 102, are fixed. Piezoelectric elements 105a
and 1055 are fixed to the vibrating plates 103a and 10354. In
association with the expansion and contraction deformation
of the piezoelectric elements 105a¢ and 1055, the vibrating
plates 103a and 1035 extending in the direction perpendicu-
lar to the shaft fixing member 102 are subjected to flexion
deformation. As a result, the directions of driving forces
occurring from the piezoelectric elements 105a and 1055 are
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converted, and the shaft fixing member 102 is vibrationally
displaced. Owing to this, the shaft 101 vibrates, and the
engaging member 106 is driven.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent No. 4154851

Patent Document 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2009-254154

In an electromechanical conversion element expanding
and contracting in parallel to the direction of a driving force
in such a way as described in the above-mentioned Patent
Document 1, in order to obtain the sufficient displacement
amount of vibration, it is necessary to lengthen the electro-
mechanical conversion element in the direction of the vibra-
tion. Therefore, in such an electromechanical conversion
element as described in Patent Document 1, there occurs a
problem that it is difficult to perform miniaturizing in the
direction of a vibrational displacement.

Also in the actuator 100 described in Patent Document 2,
which converts the direction of the driving force, in order to
obtain a large displacement amount, a method is adopted
where the vibrating plates 1034 and 1035 are lengthened in
parallel to the direction of the vibrational displacement so as
to increase a flexion deformation amount. Therefore, in the
actuator 100 described in Patent Document 2, there occurs
a problem that it is difficult to perform miniaturizing in the
direction of the vibrational displacement where the direc-
tions of the driving forces occurring from the piezoelectric
elements 1054 and 1055 are converted.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is made in view of such a point, and
an object thereof is to achieve the miniaturization of a
displacement member.

A displacement member according to the present inven-
tion includes a driving element and a conversion element.
The driving element includes first and second end surfaces
facing each other in a first direction and first and second side
surfaces facing each other in a second direction perpendicu-
lar to the first direction. The driving element expands and
contracts in the first direction. The conversion element
includes a displacement portion that converts an expansion
and contraction force of the driving element in the first
direction into a driving force in the second direction and is
displaced in the second direction owing to the corresponding
driving force. The conversion element has elasticity. The
conversion element includes first to fifth portions. The first
portion is located above the first side surface. The first
portion includes a convex portion including the displace-
ment portion spaced from the first side surface. The second
portion is connected to the first portion. The second portion
comes into contact with the first end surface. The third
portion is connected to the first portion. The third portion
comes into contact with the second end surface. The fourth
portion is connected to the second portion. The fourth
portion is fixed to the second side surface. The fifth portion
is connected to the third portion. The fifth portion is fixed to
the second side surface.

In addition, in the present invention, “coming into con-
tact” includes not only a case of directly coming into contact
but also a case of indirectly coming into contact. In other
words, the “coming into contact” means that no air gap
exists between members.

In a specific aspect of the displacement member according
to the present invention, the fourth portion and the fifth
portion are directly fixed to each other, and substantially the
whole second side surface is fixed to the fourth and fifth
portions.
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In addition, in the present invention, “substantially the
whole” means 90% or more of the total.

In another specific aspect of the displacement member
according to the present invention, the fourth portion and the
fifth portion are integrally formed.

In yet another specific aspect of the displacement member
according to the present invention, the displacement mem-
ber further includes a resin adhesive layer configured to fix
the fourth and fifth portions and the second side surface to
each other.

In yet another specific aspect of the displacement member
according to the present invention, the second portion is
fixed to the first end surface, and the third portion is fixed to
the second end surface.

In yet another specific aspect of the displacement member
according to the present invention, substantially the whole
first portion is configured to be a convex portion.

In yet another specific aspect of the displacement member
according to the present invention, the conversion element
further includes a sixth portion configured to connect the
second portion and the fourth portion to each other and be
located above an end edge portion on a first end surface side
of the second side surface, and a seventh portion configured
to connect the third portion and the fifth portion to each other
and be located above an end edge portion on a second end
surface side of the second side surface. Each of the sixth and
seventh portions is provided so as to be spaced from the
second side surface.

In yet another specific aspect of the displacement member
according to the present invention, the driving element is
fitted into the conversion element.

In yet another specific aspect of the displacement member
according to the present invention, the conversion element
includes a metal.

A driving member according to the present invention
includes the above-mentioned displacement member
according to the present invention, and a displaced member
configured to be attached to the displacement member.

In a specific aspect of the driving member according to the
present invention, the displaced member is attached to at
least one of the first portion and at least one of the fourth and
fifth portions.

In another specific aspect of the driving member accord-
ing to the present invention, the displaced member is
attached to the displacement portion.

An actuator according to the present invention includes
the above-mentioned driving member according to the pres-
ent invention and a driven member. The displaced member
is a shaft. The driven member is provided in contact with the
shaft, and provided so as to move in the second direction
owing to a frictional force occurring with the shaft when the
shaft is displaced in the second direction.

A driving device according to the present invention
includes the above-mentioned actuator according to the
present invention, and a control unit configured to control
the actuator.

According to the present invention, it may be possible to
achieve the miniaturization of a displacement member.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a driving device
according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic side view of a driving device
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in the first embodiment.
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FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic side
member in a second embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic side
member in a third embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic side
member in a fourth embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a diagrammatic side
member in a fifth embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a diagrammatic side
member in a sixth embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a diagrammatic side view
member in a seventh embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a schematic side view of a driving device
according to an eighth embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in a ninth embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in a tenth embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a diagrammatic perspective view of a piezo-
electric element in an eleventh embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view of a
conventional actuator described in Patent Document 2.

view of a displacement

view of a displacement

view of a displacement

view of a displacement

view of a displacement

of a displacement

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

Hereinafter, examples of preferred embodiments of the
present invention will be described. In this regard, however,
the following embodiments are just exemplified. The present
invention is not limited to the following embodiments.

(First Embodiment)

FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a driving device
according to a first embodiment. FIG. 2 is a schematic side
view of the driving device according to the first embodi-
ment.

As illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, a driving device 1
includes a control unit 2 and an actuator 3. The control unit
2 is a portion controlling the actuator 3. Specifically, the
control unit 2 controls a voltage to be applied to a piezo-
electric element 10 serving as a driving element for the
after-mentioned actuator 3. It is desirable that the piezoelec-
tric element 10 is a laminated piezoelectric ceramic element
including electrodes laminated therewithin through piezo-
electric ceramics. The reason is that it is possible to reduce
a voltage to be applied to the piezoelectric element 10, and
obtain a large displacement amount. In addition, since the
piezoelectric ceramics has relatively high rigidity, and it is
possible to reduce attenuation in the vibration of a high
frequency, the piezoelectric ceramics has an advantageous
effect that it is possible to increase the resonant frequency of
a displacement member, using a driving element utilizing
the piezoelectric ceramics. In addition, in the present inven-
tion, the driving element is not limited to the piezoelectric
element. In the present invention, the driving element may
also be an electrostrictive element, a magnetostrictive ele-
ment, a thermal deformation element, or a linear motor
utilizing an electromagnetic force or an electrostatic force.

The actuator 3 includes a driving member 4 and a driven
member 5. The driving member 4 is a member used for
causing the driven member 5 to be driven. Specifically, the
driving member 4 is a member used for causing the driven
member 5 to move in a z direction. Here, the z direction is
the displacement direction of a shaft 6 serving as a displaced
member.

In addition, while, in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the driven
member 5 is drawn in a rectangle plate shape, the driven
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member is not limited to this. In the present invention, the
driven member serving as a drive target object may be any
type of member, and, for example, a single lens, a compound
lens group, an imaging element, an aperture stop mecha-
nism, an optical mirror, a laser light emitting element, a
magnetic head, various kinds of sensor elements, or the like.

The driving member 4 includes the shaft 6 serving as the
displaced member extending in the z direction, and a dis-
placement member 7. The shaft 6 is inserted into a through
hole 5a formed in the driven member 5. It is desirable that
the shaft 6 is formed using, for example, a material such as
carbon, whose specific gravity is small. In addition, it is
desirable that the driven member 5 and the shaft 6 are
members whose mutual friction is small. So as to make an
engagement force between the through hole 5a and the shaft
6 appropriate, it is desirable that a pressurization mechanism
such as a spring is provided.

An end portion 6a on one side of the shaft 6 in the z
direction is attached to the displacement member 7. The
displacement member 7 is a member used for causing the
shaft 6 to be displaced in the z direction.

The displacement member 7 includes the piezoelectric
element 10 and a conversion element 20.

In the present embodiment, a direction in which the
piezoelectric element 10 expands and contracts is an X
direction perpendicular to the z direction. In addition, the
piezoelectric element 10 is formed in a prismatic shape.
Here, the “prismatic shape” includes a shape where at least
a portion of a corner portion or a ridge line portion is in a
chamfered shape or an R-chamfered shape. In addition, that
the prismatic shape includes a rectangular parallelepiped
shape.

The piezoelectric element 10 includes first and second end
surfaces 10a and 105 and first to fourth side surfaces 10c to
10f. Each of the first and second end surfaces 10a and 105
extends in a y direction and the z direction, the y direction
being perpendicular to each of the z direction and the x
direction. The first and second end surfaces 10a and 105 face
each other in the x direction. Each of the first and second
side surfaces 10¢ and 104 extends in the x direction and the
y direction. The first and second side surfaces 10¢ and 104
face each other in the z direction. Each of the third and
fourth side surfaces 10e and 10f extends in the x direction
and the z direction. The third and fourth side surfaces 10e
and 10f face each other in the y direction.

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in the present embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 3,
the piezoelectric element 10 includes a plurality of pairs of
first and second electrodes 12 and 13 facing each other
through a piezoelectric layer 11 in the x direction. By
applying a voltage between these first and second electrodes
12 and 13, it is possible to cause the piezoelectric element
10 to expand and contract in the x direction.

In addition, it is not always necessary for the plural pairs
of the first and second electrodes to be provided. Only one
pair of first and second electrodes may be provided. In
addition, the facing direction of the first and second elec-
trodes is not limited to the x direction serving as an expan-
sion and contraction direction. Depending on the polariza-
tion direction of a piezoelectric body, in some cases, the first
and second electrodes are provided so as to face each other
in the z direction or the y direction.

The materials of the piezoelectric layer 11 and the first and
second electrodes 12 and 13 are not specifically limited. Of,
for example, an arbitrary piezoelectric body of lead zircon-
ate titanate-based ceramics (PZT), non-lead based piezo-
electric ceramics such as alkali niobate-based ceramics such
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as potassium sodium niobate, or piezoelectric single crystal
such as lithium tantalate, it is possible to form the piezo-
electric layer 11. Of, for example, a metal such as Ag, Cu,
or Pt or an alloy such as an Ag—Pd alloy, it is possible to
form the first and second electrodes 12 and 13.

The conversion element 20 includes such an elastic body
as typified by a metal such as iron, copper, or nickel, or an
alloy such as stainless steel, Fe-42Ni alloy, beryllium cop-
per, phosphor bronze, or brass. This conversion element 20
is an element that converts the direction of a driving force so
that the driving force due to the expansion and contraction
of the piezoelectric element 10 in the x direction becomes a
driving force in the z direction, and which causes the shaft
6 to be displaced in the z direction owing to the driving force
whose direction is converted. In addition, it is not always
necessary for the driving direction of the piezoelectric
element 10 and a direction in which the driving force of the
piezoelectric element 10 is converted by the conversion
element to be perpendicular to each other. In addition, while,
in the present embodiment, the x direction and the z direc-
tion are perpendicular to each other, it is not always neces-
sary for the x direction and the z direction to be perpen-
dicular to each other.

The conversion element 20 has a ring shape including first
to seventh portions 21 to 27. The above-mentioned piezo-
electric element 10 is fitted into the conversion element 20
having this ring shape. In the present embodiment, the first
to seventh portions 21 to 27 are integrally formed. In other
words, the conversion element 20 has the ring shape. By
causing the conversion element 20 to have the ring shape, it
becomes easy to increase the resonant frequency of the
displacement member 7 including the conversion element 20
and the piezoelectric element 10. Therefore, it becomes easy
to obtain the vibration of the displacement member 7 whose
frequency is higher, namely, whose driving speed is fast.
Furthermore, by causing the piezoelectric element 10 to
vibrate in the vicinity of the resonant frequency of the
displacement member 7, it is possible to drive with less input
energy. In addition, the conversion element 20 may also be
configured using a single member, and may also be config-
ured by a plurality of members being joined.

The first portion 21 is located above the first side surface
10c. In other words, the first portion 21 is located on the z1
side of the first side surface 10c in the z direction. The first
portion 21 includes a convex portion 21a. In the present
embodiment, the whole first portion 21 is configured to be
the convex portion 21a. The convex portion 21a is spaced
from the first side surface 10c. The convex portion 21a
protrudes from the first side surface 10c toward the z1 side
in the z direction. The above-mentioned shaft 6 is attached
to the top portion of this convex portion 21a. A method for
attaching the shaft 6 to the convex portion 21a is not
specifically limited. For example, using a resin adhesive, the
shaft 6 may also be attached to the convex portion 21a, and
may also be integrally formed using the same material as the
conversion element 20. In addition, the cross-sectional shape
of the shaft 6 may be in an arbitrary shape such as a circular
shape, various kinds of polygonal shapes, or various kinds of
combinational shapes. It is desirable that the shape and
dimension of the cross-sectional surface of the shaft 6 are
approximately equal in the z direction.

The second portion 22 has a flat plate shape. The second
portion 22 is located on the first end surface 10a. In other
words, the second portion 22 is located on the x1 side of the
first end surface 10q in the x direction. An end portion on the
72 side of the second portion 22 in the z direction leads to
a 72 side compared with the second side surface 10d4. The
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second portion 22 comes into contact with the first end
surface 10a. Specifically, in the present embodiment, sub-
stantially the whole first end surface 10a comes into contact
with the second portion 22. In detail, as illustrated in FIG.
3, the second portion 22 and the first end surface 10a are
caused to adhere to each other by a resin adhesive layer 31,
and come into contact with each other through the resin
adhesive layer 31. In addition, in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the
drawing of the resin adhesive layer 31 and after-mentioned
resin adhesive layers 32 and 33 is omitted.

The third portion 23 has a flat plate shape. The third
portion 23 is located on the second end surface 104. In other
words, the third portion 23 is located on the x2 side of the
second end surface 105 in the x direction. An end portion on
the 72 side of the third portion 23 in the z direction leads to
the 72 side compared with the second side surface 10d4. The
third portion 23 comes into contact with the second end
surface 10b. Specifically, in the present embodiment, sub-
stantially the whole second end surface 105 comes into
contact with the third portion 23. In detail, as illustrated in
FIG. 3, the third portion 23 and the second end surface 105
are caused to adhere to each other by the resin adhesive layer
32, and come into contact with each other through the resin
adhesive layer 32.

The fourth portion 24 is indirectly connected to the
second portion 22. The fourth portion 24 is located on the
second side surface 10d. In other words, the fourth portion
24 is located on the 72 side of the second side surface 104
in the z direction.

On the other hand, the fifth portion 25 is indirectly
connected to the third portion 23. The fifth portion 25 is
located on the second side surface 10d. In other words, the
fifth portion 25 is located on the 72 side of the second side
surface 104 in the z direction.

In the present embodiment, the fourth and fifth portions
24 and 25 are integrally formed. In addition, the fourth and
fifth portions 24 and 25 are caused to adhere to the second
side surface 10d by the resin adhesive layer 33, and hence,
fixed. In the present embodiment, substantially the whole
second side surface 10d is fixed to the fourth and fifth
portions 24 and 25 owing to the resin adhesive layer 33.

The second portion 22 and the fourth portion 24 are
connected owing to the sixth portion 26. The sixth portion 26
is located above an end edge portion on the first end surface
10a side of the second side surface 10d. In other words, the
sixth portion 26 is located above the z2 side of a ridge line
portion in the z direction, the ridge line portion being
configured owing to the second side surface 104 and the first
end surface 10q. The sixth portion 26 is provided so as to be
spaced from the second side surface 10d.

The third portion 23 and the fifth portion 25 are connected
owing to the seventh portion 27. The seventh portion 27 is
located above an end edge portion on the second end surface
105 side of the second side surface 10d. In other words, the
seventh portion 27 is located above the 72 side of a ridge line
portion in the z direction, the ridge line portion being
configured owing to the second side surface 104 and the
second end surface 105. The seventh portion 27 is provided
s0 as to be spaced from the second side surface 104.

In addition, in the present embodiment, an example has
been described where a ridge line portion between the first
end surface 10a or the second end surface 105 and the first
side surface 10c is in contact with the conversion element
20. In this regard, however, the present invention is not
limited to this configuration. The conversion element may
also be provided so that the ridge line portion between the
first or second end surface and the first side surface is not in

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

contact with the conversion element. In other words, the
conversion element may also be provided so that the second
and third portions 22 and 23 are not in contact with the ridge
line portion between the first end surface 10a or the second
end surface 105 and the first side surface 10c.

In addition, in a case where the conversion element 20 is
formed so as to have a ring-shaped structure closed of a
plate-like member whose width is uniform, it is desirable
that the thickness t of the plate-like conversion element 20
when the y-z cross-sectional surface of the piezoelectric
element 10 is about 1 mm is about 0.1 mm to 0.25 mm. From
the point of view that it is possible to increase the resonant
frequency of the displacement member and reduce the
attenuation of vibration, it is desirable that the Young’s
modulus of the conversion element 20 is 100 GPa or more.
While the desirable upper limit of the Young’s modulus of
the conversion element 20 is not specifically limited, if the
desirable upper limit is set to, for example, about 300 GPa
or less, it is possible to easily form the conversion element
20 by, for example, subjecting a plate-like material to a
bending process. From the point of view that it is possible
to efficiently convert the driving force of the piezoelectric
element 10, it is desirable that the degree O of an angle
formed by the plane-shaped first portion 21 and the plane-
shaped first side surface 10c¢ is about 15 degrees to 45
degrees. It is desirable that the ratio (1.2/LL1) of the length [.2
of the piezoelectric element 10 in the x direction to the
length L1 of the piezoelectric element 10 in the z direction
is about 0.8 to 2. It is desirable that the ratio (1.3/L.2) of the
length L3 of the top portion of the first portion 21 in the x
direction to the length [.2 of the piezoelectric element 10 in
the x direction is about 0.3 to 0.7. It is desirable that the ratio
(L4/1.2) of the length [.4 of each of the sixth and seventh
portions 26 and 27 in the x direction to the length 1.2 of the
piezoelectric element 10 in the x direction is about 0.05 to
0.2. By doing this, the expansion and contraction deforma-
tion of the piezoelectric element 10 in the x direction is
converted into the displacement of the first portion 21 in the
z direction, the shaft 6 is caused to be displaced in the z
direction, and it is possible to cause the driven member 5 to
move in the z direction.

Next, the operation of the driving device 1 will be
described. The control unit 2 applies, for example, a pulsed
voltage between the first and second electrodes 12 and 13 in
the piezoelectric element 10. Accordingly, the piezoelectric
element 10 expands and contracts in the x direction.

Here, in the present embodiment, each of the fourth and
fifth portions 24 and 25 is fixed to the second side surface
10d. In addition, the second and third portions 22 and 23
come into contact with the first and second end surfaces 10a
and 105. Therefore, when the piezoelectric element 10
expands in the x direction, at least a portion on the z1 side
of'the second portion 22 in the z direction is displaced to the
x1 side, and at least a portion on the z1 side of the third
portion 23 in the z direction is displaced to the x2 side.
Therefore, a distance between the portion on the 71 side of
the second portion 22 and the portion on the 71 side of the
third portion 23 is increased. As a result, the curvature of the
convex portion 21a of the first portion 21 connected to the
second and third portions 22 and 23 becomes small. Accord-
ingly, the top portion of the convex portion 21a is displaced
to the z2 side.

On the other hand, when the piezoelectric element 10
contracts in the x direction, at least the portion on the z1 side
of'the second portion 22 in the z direction is displaced to the
x2 side, and at least the portion on the z1 side of the third
portion 23 in the z direction is displaced to the x1 side.
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Therefore, a distance between the portion on the 71 side of
the second portion 22 and the portion on the 71 side of the
third portion 23 is decreased. As a result, the curvature of the
convex portion 21a of the first portion 21 connected to the
second and third portions 22 and 23 becomes large. Accord-
ingly, the top portion of the convex portion 21a is displaced
to the z1 side. In this way, the conversion element 20
converts the expansion and contraction force of the piezo-
electric element 10 in the x direction into a driving force in
the z direction. In addition, the convex portion 21a of the
first portion 21 includes a displacement portion displaced in
the z direction owing to the corresponding driving force.

When the piezoelectric element 10 expands in the x
direction, a displacement in the x direction becomes zero at
the middle point of the dimension of the piezoelectric
element 10 in the x direction, contraction occurs in the z
direction, and a distance between the first side surface 10¢
and the second side surface 104 tries to become slightly
small. However, since the second side surface 104 is par-
tially fixed to the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25 in the
conversion element 20, and subjected to the constraint of the
conversion element 20, a displacement in the z direction also
becomes small in the central portion of the second side
surface 10d. As a result, compared with the displacement
amount of the first portion 21 in the z direction, a displace-
ment amount in the central portion of the second side surface
104 or a central portion in the bottom surface of the
conversion element including the fourth and fifth portions 24
and 25 becomes small. Therefore, without taking a measure
such as adding a weight to a specific position in the
displacement member 7 or providing a strong housing and
fixing thereto, it becomes possible to cause the first portion
21 of the conversion element 20 to move in the z direction.
For example, by joining the fourth and fifth portions 24 and
25 of the conversion element 20 in the vicinity of a center
and extending that portion downward, it is possible to fix to
the housing without taking a particular measure.

As described above, in association with the expansion and
contraction of the piezoelectric element 10, the top portion
of the convex portion 21a vibrates in the z direction. In
association with this, the shaft 6 also vibrates in the z
direction. In other words, the shaft 6 is repeatedly displaced
to the z1 side and displaced to the 72 side. At this time, if the
displacement member 7 steeply drives in response to a steep
voltage waveform applied from the control unit 2 to the
piezoelectric element 10, the displacement of the shaft 6 also
becomes rapid. For example, if the displacement speed (a
displacement amount per unit time) of the shaft 6 in a z1
direction is higher than a setting, an inertial force acting on
the driven member 5 becomes more dominant than a fric-
tional force between the driven member 5, provided so as to
be in contact with the shaft 6, and the shaft 6, and the driven
member 5 slides on the shaft 6 to relatively move in a 72
direction. Next, if the displacement speed of the shaft 6 in
the 72 direction is less than or equal to the setting, the
frictional force between the driven member 5 and the shaft
6 becomes more dominant than the inertial force acting on
the driven member 5, and a relative position between the
driven member 5 and the shaft 6 does not change. By
repeating this, the driven member 5 moves in the z2 direc-
tion.

As described above, a weight or fixing is not necessary for
the displacement member 7 in the present embodiment.
Therefore, using the displacement member 7, it is possible
to achieve the miniaturization of the actuator 3. In particular,
for example, compared with the actuator 100 of the related
art illustrated in FIG. 14 where the vibrating plates 103a¢ and
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10
1035 and the shaft 101 are disposed in the driving direction
of the shaft and the shaft 101 is displaced in the driving
direction owing to the flexion deformation of the vibrating
plates 103a and 1035, it is possible to miniaturize a dimen-
sion in the 7z direction serving as a direction in which the
shaft extends.

Incidentally, so as to achieve the miniaturization of such
an actuator as described in Patent Document 1, which
includes a weight, it is necessary to miniaturize the weight.
On the other hand, so as to increase the displacement amount
of the actuator, it is necessary to make the weight heavier.
Therefore, so as to miniaturize the actuator while the large
displacement amount of the actuator is maintained, it is
necessary to use an expensive weight having a high specific
gravity. Therefore, the cost of the actuator is increased. In
addition, the weight of the actuator is increased. In addition,
a position serving as the node of vibration when a composite
body including the shaft, the piezoelectric element, and the
weight vibrates is located near the weight side of the
piezoelectric element or the piezoelectric element side of the
weight, and in order to fix the node portion to the housing,
it is necessary to attach the composite body using a rubber-
like elastic body or the like so as not to interfere with the
vibration. Therefore, an assembly operation tends to become
difficult.

On the other hand, an expensive weight having a high
specific gravity is not necessary for the actuator 3 of the
present embodiment. Accordingly, since it is possible to
reduce the number of components in the actuator 3, it is
possible to reduce a manufacturing cost. In addition, by
eliminating the weight, it is possible to reduce the weight of
the actuator. Furthermore, for example, it is possible to
extend and fix a metal or the like in the central portion of the
lower side of the conversion element 20 to the housing, and
hence it is easy to perform assembling.

Here, it is easier to control the actuator 3 of the present
embodiment than to control the actuator 100 of the related
art. In other words, in the actuator 100 of the related art, the
shaft fixing member 102 is likely to be deformed downward
in a convex shape when the vibrating plates 103a and 1035
are deformed into convex shapes toward outer side portions,
and the shaft fixing member 102 is likely to be deformed
upward in a convex shape when the vibrating plates 103«
and 1034 are deformed into convex shapes toward inner side
portions. Therefore, the vibrating plates 103a and 1035 are
deformed into convex shapes toward outer side portions and
inner side portions, and hence, the position of the whole
shaft fixing member 102 moves downward in both cases.
However, depending on whether the vibrating plates 103a
and 1034 are deformed into convex shapes toward outer side
portions or inner side portions, the direction of the deflection
deformation of the shaft fixing member 102 becomes oppo-
site up and down. Therefore, the displacement behavior of
the shaft becomes different depending on upward and down-
ward directions, and it becomes difficult to control the
displacement amount of the shaft. Accordingly, it is difficult
to control the vibration of the shaft 101, and, in particular,
it is difficult to cause the engaging member 106 to stably
move. In addition, when the flexion deformation of the
vibrating plates 103a and 1035 is used, the generative force
of the driving force becomes small, and the resonant fre-
quency becomes reduced. As a result, it is difficult to adjust
to a case where a driven body is relatively heavy, and in
general, it becomes difficult to control a driving pulse
frequency if the driving pulse frequency is greater than the
resonant frequency. Therefore, the movement speed of the
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driven body is also restricted that is decided on the basis of
the product of a shaft displacement amount and the driving
pulse frequency.

On the other hand, in the present embodiment, when,
owing to the expansion and contraction of the piezoelectric
element 10, the first portion 21 is deformed in a convex
shape, it is possible to cause the movement direction of the
first portion 21 due to the expansion and contraction of the
piezoelectric element 10 and the direction of a displacement
due to the convex-shaped deformation of the first portion 21
itself to coincide with each other. Accordingly, it is easy to
control the vibration of the displacement member 7 and
control the vibration of the shaft 6, namely, control the
movement of the driven member 5.

Incidentally, for example, it may also be thought that the
second and third portions are not fixed to the first or second
end surface. However, in this case, when the piezoelectric
element has contracted, the second and third portions occa-
sionally move away from the first or second end surface.
Therefore, in some cases, the contraction force of the
piezoelectric element does not contribute to the vibration of
the first portion. In that case, the displacement amount of the
shaft becomes small.

On the other hand, in the present embodiment, the second
and third portions 22 and 23 are fixed to the first end surface
10a or the second end surface 105. Therefore, when the
piezoelectric element 10 has contracted, the second and third
portions 22 and 23 are displaced in directions of drawing
near to each other, along with the first and second end
surfaces 10a and 105. Accordingly, in a direction in which
the direction of the driving force of the piezoelectric element
10 is converted, it is possible to make the displacement
amounts of the displacement member 7 and the shaft 6
larger. As a result, it is possible to make the displacement
amount of the driven member 5 large, and it is possible to
enhance an energy efficiency for driving the actuator 3.

In addition, in the present embodiment, the second side
surface 104 is fixed to the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25.
However, when the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25 in the
conversion element 20 are not fixed to the second side
surface 104, not only the first portion 21 in the conversion
element 20 is displaced in the 72 direction in association
with, for example, the expansion of the piezoelectric ele-
ment 10 in the x direction, but also the fourth and fifth
portions 24 and 2 are displaced in the z1 direction, and the
loss of vibration energy occurs. In the view of the related art,
as a countermeasure against this, weights have been attached
to the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25 or a housing whose
rigidity is high has been provided, and the fourth and fifth
portions 24 and 25 have been fixed. On the other hand, in the
present embodiment, when the displacement member 7 is
vibrationally displaced owing to the driving force of the
piezoelectric element 10, the second side surface 104 and the
fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25 in the conversion element
20 are fixed. Therefore, the fourth and fifth portions 24 and
25 are subjected to constraints, and become regions where
deformation and vibration are small. Accordingly, in the
present embodiment, the loss of vibration energy due to the
vibrations of the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25 is
reduced, and it is possible to focus the vibration energy on
the convex portion 21a vibrating in a direction in which the
driving force of the piezoelectric element 10 is converted.
Furthermore, even if weights are added to the fourth and
fifth portions 24 and 25 or a strong housing is provided with
fixing thereto, it is possible to reduce the transmission of the
vibration energy from the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25
to the weights and the housing. Therefore, it is possible to
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reduce the loss of the vibration energy. Therefore, it is
possible to make the displacement amount of the shaft 6 or
the movement amount of the driven member 5 larger.

In addition, in the present embodiment, the second side
surface 104 and the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25 are
caused to adhere to each other by the resin adhesive layer 33
having elasticity. Therefore, the vibration of the piezoelec-
tric element 10 is not excessively constrained owing to the
fixation of the second side surface 104 to the fourth and fifth
portions 24 and 25. Accordingly, it is possible to displace the
shaft 6 with a high degree of energy efficiency and move the
driven member 5.

In addition, in the present embodiment, substantially the
whole first portion 21 is configured to be the convex portion
21a. Therefore, it is possible to make the vibrational ampli-
tude of the top portion of the convex portion 21a large in
association with the expansion and contraction of the piezo-
electric element 10. Accordingly, it is possible to make the
displacement amount of the driven member 5 larger.

Hereinafter, other examples of preferred embodiments of
the present invention will be described. In the following
description, a member having a function in substantially
common with the first embodiment will be referred to using
a common symbol, and the description thereof will be
omitted.

(Second Embodiment)

FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in a second embodiment.

In the first embodiment, an example has been described
where the second and third portions 22 and 23 are connected
to the fourth portion 24 or the fifth portion 25 through the
sixth portion 26 or seventh portion 27 spaced from the
second side surface 10d. In this regard, however, the present
invention is not limited to this configuration. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 4, while the sixth and seventh portions
26 and 27 may not be provided, the second and third portions
22 and 23 may also be directly connected to the fourth
portion 24 or the fifth portion 25, and the whole second side
surface 10d may also be fixed to the fourth portion 24 or the
fifth portion 25 through the resin adhesive layer 33.

(Third Embodiment)

FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in a third embodiment.

In the first embodiment, an example has been described
where the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25 are integrally
formed. In this regard, however, the present invention is not
limited to this configuration. For example, as illustrated in
FIG. 5, the fourth portion 24 and the fifth portion 25 may
also be separately provided. In this case, it is desirable that
a distance between the fourth portion 24 and the fifth portion
25 is not more than 0.3 times the dimension of the second
side surface 104 in the x direction. If the distance between
the fourth portion 24 and the fifth portion 25 is set within the
above-mentioned range, the resonant frequency of the dis-
placement member 7 is increased. Therefore, it is possible to
accelerate the driving speed of the piezoelectric element 10.
In addition, if the displacement member 7 is caused to
vibrate in the vicinity of the resonance point of this high
frequency by the piezoelectric element 10, it is possible to
enhance the efficiency of the displacement speed of the
displacement member 7 with respect to electric power input
to the piezoelectric element 10.

(Fourth to Sixth Embodiments)

FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in a fourth embodiment. FIG. 7 is a diagrammatic
side view of a displacement member in a fifth embodiment.
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FIG. 8 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in a sixth embodiment.

In the first embodiment, a case has been described where
the first portion 21 includes three flat plate portions. In this
regard, however, the present invention is not limited to this
configuration. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the
whole first portion 21 may also be configured using a convex
portion 21a having a circular-arc shape in side view.

In addition, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the first portion 21
may also be configured using a convex portion 21a, which
is located in a central portion and has a circular-arc shape in
side view, and a flat plate portion 215 located in a circum-
ferential portion.

In addition, as illustrated in FIG. 8, the first portion 21
may also be configured to have two plate-like portions. In
other words, it is not always necessary for the top portion of
the first portion 21 to have a plane shape.

(Seventh and Eighth Embodiments)

FIG. 9 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in a seventh embodiment. FIG. 10 is a schematic
side view of a driving device according to an eighth embodi-
ment.

As illustrated in FIG. 9 and FIG. 10, a portion of the first
portion 21 may also be configured to be the shaft 6.

(Ninth and Tenth Embodiments)

FIG. 11 is a diagrammatic side view of a displacement
member in a ninth embodiment. FIG. 12 is a diagrammatic
side view of a displacement member in a tenth embodiment.

In the first embodiment, an example has been described
where the conversion element 20 is seamless. In this regard,
however, the present invention is not limited to this. For
example, as illustrated in FIG. 11, the conversion element 20
may also be formed by a single plate being bent, and the
fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25 may also be directly
fixed. In addition, as illustrated in FIG. 12, the conversion
element 20 may also be formed by two plates being directly
fixed.

(Eleventh Embodiment)

FIG. 13 is a diagrammatic perspective view of a piezo-
electric element in an eleventh embodiment.

In the first embodiment, an example has been described
where the first electrode 12 is extracted to the second side
surface 104 and the second electrode 13 is extracted to the
first side surface 10c. In this regard, however, the present
invention is not limited to this configuration. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 13, the first electrode 12 may also be
extracted to the fourth side surface 10f and the second
electrode 13 may also be extracted to the third side surface
10e. In addition, in that case, on the fourth side surface 10f,
an outer electrode 15 may also be provided to which the
plural first electrodes 12 are electrically connected, and on
the third side surface 10e, an outer electrode 14 may also be
provided to which the plural second electrodes 13 are
electrically connected.

(Another Embodiment)

In the first embodiment, an example has been described
where the shaft 6 is fixed to the first portion 21. In this
regard, however, the present invention is not limited to this
configuration. For example, the shaft 6 may also be attached
to at least one of the fourth and fifth portions 24 and 25, and
the first portion 21 may also be fixed or a weight may also
be attached to the first portion 21. Even in this case, since,
using the conversion element 20, it is possible for the
displacement amount of the piezoelectric element 10 to be
made large and transmitted to the shaft 6. Therefore, it is
possible to achieve the miniaturization of the piezoelectric
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element 10. Accordingly, it is possible to achieve the min-
iaturization of the displacement member 7.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 driving device

2 control unit

3 actuator

4 driving member

5 driven member

5a through hole

6 shaft

7 displacement member
10 piezoelectric element (driving element)
10qa first end surface
105 second end surface
10c¢ first side surface
104 second side surface
10e third side surface
107 fourth side surface
11 piezoelectric layer
12 first electrode

13 second electrode

14, 15 outer electrode
20 conversion element
21 first portion

21a convex portion
2156 flat plate portion
22 second portion

23 third portion

24 fourth portion

25 fifth portion

26 sixth portion

27 seventh portion

31 to 33 resin adhesive layer

The invention claimed is:

1. A displacement member comprising:

a driving element including first and second side surfaces
extending in a first direction and top and bottom
surfaces extending in a second direction perpendicular
to the first direction, the driving element being config-
ured to expand and contract in the second direction in
response to a pulsed voltage; and

an elastic conversion element containing the driving ele-
ment and including;

a first portion disposed above the top surface of the
driving element and including a convex portion that
is spaced apart from the top surface of the driving
element,

a second portion coupled to one end of the first portion
and contacting the first side surface of the driving
element, and

a third portion coupled to a second end of the first
portion directly and contacting the second side sur-
face of the driving element,

wherein the first portion of the elastic conversion element
comprises a displacement portion that moves down-
wardly and upwardly in the first direction when the
driving element expands and contracts in the second
direction, respectively.

2. The displacement member according to claim 1,

wherein the elastic conversion element further comprises:

a fourth portion extending perpendicularly to the sec-
ond portion and fixed to at least a first portion of the
bottom surface of the driving element, and
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a fifth portion extending perpendicularly to the third
portion and fixed to at least a second portion of the
bottom surface of the driving element.

3. The displacement member according to claim 2,
wherein the fourth portion is directly coupled to the fifth
portion and substantially all of the bottom surface of the
driving element is fixed to the fourth and fitth portions.

4. The displacement member according to claim 3,
wherein the fourth portion and the fifth portion of the elastic
conversion element are integrally formed.

5. The displacement member according to claim 2, further
comprising a resin adhesive layer configured to fix the fourth
and fifth portions of the elastic conversion element to the
first and second portions of the bottom surface of the driving
element, respectively.

6. The displacement member according to claim 2,
wherein the second portion is fixed to the first side surface
of the driving element and the third portion is fixed to the
second side surface of the driving element.

7. The displacement member according to claim 2,
wherein the conversion element further comprises:

a sixth portion that couples the second portion to the
fourth portion and is disposed above an end edge
portion of the bottom surface adjacent the first side
surface,

a seventh portion that couples the third portion to the fifth
portion and is disposed above an end edge portion of
the bottom surface adjacent the second side surface,
and

wherein each of the sixth and seventh portions is spaced
apart from the bottom surface of the driving element.

8. The displacement member according to claim 1,
wherein the driving element is fitted into the elastic conver-
sion element.

9. The displacement member according to claim 1,
wherein the conversion element comprises a metal.

10. The displacement member according to claim 1,
wherein the driving element comprises a piezoelectric ele-
ment having a plurality of first and second electrodes.

11. The displacement member according to claim 2,

wherein the displacement portion of the first portion of the
elastic conversion element extends in the second direc-
tion, and

wherein the first portion of the elastic conversion element
further comprises first and second planar side surfaces
that extend from opposite ends of the displacement
portion to the second and third portions of the elastic
conversion element, respectively.

12. The displacement member according to claim 11,
wherein the first and second planar side surfaces each extend
from the displacement portion at an angle between 15
degrees and 45 degrees.

13. The displacement member according to claim 11,

wherein the top and bottom surfaces of the driving
element are disposed a first distance .1 from each
other,
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wherein the first and second side surfaces of the driving
element are disposed a second distance [.2 from each
other, and

wherein the ratio of L2 to L1 is between 0.8 and 2.0.

14. The displacement member according to claim 13,

wherein the displacement portion of the first portion of the

elastic conversion element extends a third distance 1.3,

and

wherein the ratio of L3 to L2 is between 0.3 and 0.7.

15. An actuator comprising:

a displacement member including:

a driving element including first and second side sur-
faces extending in a first direction and top and
bottom surfaces extending in a second direction
perpendicular to the first direction, the driving ele-
ment being configured to expand and contract in the
second direction in response to a pulsed voltage; and

an elastic conversion element containing the driving
element and including:

a first portion disposed above the top surface of the
driving element,

a second portion coupled to one end of the first
portion and contacting the first side surface of the
driving element, and

a third portion coupled to a second end of the first
portion and contacting the second side surface of
the driving element,

wherein the first portion of the elastic conversion
element comprises a displacement portion that move
downwardly and upwardly in the first direction when
the driving element expands and contracts in the
second direction, respectively; and

a displaced member attached to the displacement member.

16. The actuator according to claim 15, wherein the elastic

conversion element further comprises:

a fourth portion extending perpendicularly to the second
portion and fixed to at least a first portion of the bottom
surface of the driving element, and

a fifth portion extending perpendicularly to the third
portion and fixed to at least a second portion of the
bottom surface of the driving element, and

wherein the displaced member is attached to at least one
of the first portion, the fourth portion and the fifth
portion of the elastic conversion element.

17. The actuator according to claim 15, wherein the

displaced member is attached to the displacement portion.

18. The actuator according to claim 15,

wherein the displaced member is a shaft, and

wherein the actuator further comprises a driven member
coupled to the shaft that is configured to move in the
first direction based on a frictional force with the shaft
when the shaft is displaced in the first direction.

19. A driving device comprising:

the actuator according to claim 15; and

a control unit configured to control the actuator.
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